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Update: Q3 2020 MMWEC Solar Aggregate
Production - 3,323 SRECs
SREC I: 704
SREC II: 2,619
Projects - 162
SREC I: 80
SREC II: 85
Non-Residential: 28
Trading Values 2020
SREC I: Mid-Lower $300s
SREC II: Upper $200s

MMWEC Solar Aggregate
The Massachusetts Municipal
Wholesale Electric Company (MMWEC)
created the MMWEC Solar Aggregate in
2010 to enable Massachusetts
municipal utilities and their customers
to capture the benefits of the
Commonwealth’s solar development
incentive, which is based upon the
production and sale of Solar Renewable
Energy Certificates, or SRECs.
One SREC is created each time a solar
project, or an aggregation of solar
projects, generates 1,000 kilowatt
hours of electricity (factors may be
applied to SREC II). SRECs produced by
projects in the MMWEC Solar
Aggregate are sold to entities, typically
investor-owned utilities, that have a
Renewable Portfolio Standard
requirement to either, 1) generate or
purchase a specific amount of solar
energy, 2) purchase an equivalent
amount of SRECs, or 3) make an
alternative compliance payment to the
Commonwealth.
Revenue generated by the sale of
MMWEC Solar Aggregate SRECs I and II
is shared with the owners or sponsors
of projects in the Aggregate to help
offset the costs of project
development. MMWEC is able to
register any new renewable projects.
However, customers who are receiving
the MLP Solar Rebate Incentive are not
eligible for renewable energy
certificates or SRECs.

MLP Solar Rebate Program Still Going Strong
Massachusetts residents living in select municipal light
plant utility territories still have time to apply for the
Department of Energy Resources (DOER) Massachusetts
MLP Solar Rebate Program. Solar installation applications
will be accepted through June 30, 2021.
MMWEC assisted the Municipal Electric Association of
Massachusetts (MEAM) and the DOER in creating the MLP
Solar Rebate Program. It allows customers of
participating municipal light plants (MLPs) an incentive
off the cost of solar installations. The state offers a
rebate of up to $1.20 per watt capped at 50% of the total
project costs for projects that are 25 kilowatts or less.
Additional restrictions may apply, depending on the MLP.
The MLP Solar Rebate Program was launched in May 2019
with 16 participating MMWEC Member MLPs. Funding
amounts varied depending on the MLP. Customers must
take the first step of reaching out to their light
departments for approval and to confirm funding
availability prior to completing the program application on
www.munihelps.org.
In total, 177 solar installation project applications have
been received or approved for the incentive program.
These projects will create more than 2,694 kilowatts of
clean, renewable solar capacity for the state. Since the
program's inception, more than $1,700,000 in rebates has
been earmarked or awarded to customers of participating
MLPs.
Applications will continue to be accepted through June
30, 2021, or until funds are exhausted. Once approved,
eligible projects must be completed in one calendar year.
For more information or to apply, visit
www.munihelps.org/mlpsolar.

A solar project of an Ipswich Electric Light
Department customer.

A solar installation completed in the Holden
Municipal Light Department territory.

The completed solar project of a customer of the
Ipswich Electric Light Department.
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Connecticut to Update Residential Solar Rates
Connecticut is in the process of changing its residential solar rates and solar owners appear to be on board.
The new process focuses on how solar owners are compensated for the excess power their arrays produce. Oftentimes, solar arrays generate more
power than needed for that particular house. In this case, the extra power is sold back to the grid. The state is proposing altering the process in
which the compensation rate is structured, but in turn, it will offer the solar systems more flexibility.
Traditionally, compensation has been handled through net metering. In this process, customers pay for the amount of power they use from the grid
and subtracts the amount the grid takes from their solar installations. In Connecticut, both are valued at the same amount- the retail rate of
electricity.
The new plan allows CT residents to build solar installations that exceed their current electric needs to accommodate up to two electric vehicle
chargers or to convert the home to electric heat. New solar owners have two options to manage compensation under the new plan. They can stick
with net metering, but if they purchase a solar installation that is larger than their house’s electric needs, the excess electricity will roll over
indefinitely and they can only collect their compensation if they sell their homes, as opposed to once a year in the current plan. These measures are
put into place to prevent homeowners from building larger installations with no intention of converting to electric heat or installing electric vehicle
chargers.
The second option is a tariff. Solar owners would sell all their power to the grid and buy back what they need at the retail rate, which will change
throughout the year. The price in which solar owners sell power to the grid would be a rate set by PURA and would be locked in for 20 years. The
sales rate the utility pays the customer, known as the tariff, will most often be less than the retail rate.
The new solar model is expected to begin January 1, 2022.
Source: https://ctmirror.org/2021/01/29/a-shocker-in-the-plan-to-finally-update-residential-solar-rates-no-complaints/

‘Self-healing’ Solar Panels May Extend Lifetime of Solar Arrays
Scientists in the United Kingdom have discovered that antimony selenide, a material that is commonly used in solar panels, appears to have selfhealing properties, which could be a game changer in the solar industry.
Antimony selenide is a solar absorber which allows it to soak in solar energy and convert it into electricity, which is why it is used in solar panels.
UK researchers have been testing the material and discovered that it has the ability to self-heal broken bonds. When scientists broke bonds within
the material, the material responded by creating new ones to replace the broken ones. The material’s repairing properties appear to mimic those of
animals such as starfish or salamanders that have the ability to regrow limbs that have been separated from their bodies.
The UK scientists that made the discovery of antimony selenide’s self-healing properties are still researching it, but their findings could impact
longevity of solar arrays. Solar panels currently have a 25-30 year lifespan, but if the material’s self-healing properties is further studied and
harnessed, it could lead to longer-lasting solar panels that repair themselves when damaged by environmental factors.
Source: https://www.euronews.com/living/2021/01/29/self-repairing-solar-panels-may-be-the-future-of-reliable-clean-energy
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