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Mass MLP Solar Rebate Program Ends Strong
The Massachusetts Municipal Wholesale 
Electric Company (MMWEC) created the 
MMWEC Solar Aggregate in 2010 to enable 
Massachusetts municipal utilities and their 
customers to capture the benefits of the 
Commonwealth’s solar development 
incentive, which is based upon the 
production and sale of Solar Renewable 
Energy Certificates, or SRECs.

One SREC is created each time a solar 
project, or an aggregation of solar 
projects, generates 1,000 kilowatt hours of 
electricity (factors may be applied to SREC 
II). SRECs produced by projects in the 
MMWEC Solar Aggregate are sold to 
entities, typically investor-owned utilities, 
that have a Renewable Portfolio Standard 
requirement to either, 1) generate or 
purchase a specific amount of solar 
energy, 2) purchase an equivalent amount 
of SRECs, or 3) make an alternative 
compliance payment to the 
Commonwealth.

Revenue generated by the sale of MMWEC 
Solar Aggregate SRECs I and II is shared 
with the owners or sponsors of projects in 
the Aggregate to help offset the costs of 
project development. MMWEC is able to 
register any new renewable projects. 
However, customers who are receiving the 
MLP Solar Rebate Incentive are not 
eligible for renewable energy certificates 
or SRECs.

The Massachusetts MLP Solar Rebate Program will officially stop accepting applications on June 30, 2021. 
Projects may be completed after June 30, but the applications must be submitted to the Massachusetts 
Department of Energy Resources (DOER) for approval before the June 30 deadline.
 
MMWEC assisted the Municipal Electric Association of Massachusetts (MEAM) and the DOER in creating the 
MLP Solar Rebate Program, which allows customers of participating municipal light plants (MLPs) an incentive 
off the cost of solar installations. The DOER and the MLP each contribute an equal amount toward the rebate.
 
The MLP Solar Rebate Program was launched in May 2019 with 16 participating MMWEC Member MLPs and has 
been successful in creating new, clean energy for the Commonwealth. In total, 191 solar installation project 
applications have been received or approved for the incentive program totaling 1,435 kilowatts. Since the 
program's inception, more than $1,795,000 in rebates has been earmarked or awarded to customers of 
participating MLPs.
 
MMWEC recently retired the first set of renewable energy credits (RECs) that were generated from the program. 
Each megawatt-hour of renewable energy produced is allocated one REC. At the end of 2020, the program 
resulted in 66 solar installations with a total generation of 777 megawatt-hours, creating 777 RECs. This 
equates to offsetting more than 511,000 pounds of carbon dioxide.
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Update: Q4 2020 MMWEC Solar Aggregate 
Production - 1,541  SRECs
SREC I: 307
SREC II: 1,234

Projects - 162
SREC I: 80
SREC II: 85
Non-Residential: 28

Trading Values 2020
SREC I:  Lower $300s 
SREC II: Upper $200s
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SREC 1 Program to Begin Payment Transition 
Customers who participated in the SREC 1 program will soon begin to transition from SREC 1 Program payments 
to Massachusetts Class 1 Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) payments.
 
Launched in January 2010, the Massachusetts SREC 1 Program was designed to help customers offset the cost 
of solar panel installations. The program was initially designed with a capacity limit of 400 megawatts, which 
was reached in the spring of 2013. However, the Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources (DOER) 
continued to qualify projects under SREC 1 through the first half of 2014.
 
Approved customers who installed eligible solar projects during the 2010-2014 enrollment period are eligible for 
SREC 1 payments for the first 40 quarters or 10 years of generation. After a project’s SREC eligibility period 
ends, the project is then eligible to produce renewable energy credits (RECs) for the Massachusetts Class 1 
market for the life of the project. SREC 1 payments are in the $300 per SREC range and the Mass Class 1 REC 
payments are slightly below the $40 per REC range.
 
Customers who enrolled in the SREC 1 Program at its launch will see the payment difference later this year. The 
difference may be reflected as early as the 2021 first quarter payments, which are expected to be minted in July 
and issued to customers in September. 
 
Customers that are nearing the end of the 40 quarters of SREC 1 payments will receive a letter notifying them of 
the change. If you have a question about the age of your solar project or when it will transition out of the SREC 1 
Program, please contact Steve Smith, manager of energy commodities at MMWEC, at ssmith@mmwec.org or 
413-308-1363. 

An Ipswich Electric Light Department territory solar 
installation.
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New Research Suggests Solar Panel Shade Aids Pollinators
 A new study by Scientific Reports found that the shade underneath solar panels can create a successful environment 
for pollinator plants.

 In recent years, solar installation owners have started to plant pollinator plants in and around their solar installations, 
but it hadn’t been scientifically proven if the shade created from the panels helped or harmed the pollination process. 
Researchers studied a 45 acre plot of land in Oregon which housed a two-year-old commercial solar array. Developers 
at the site planted new native plants and removed any invasive plants. 
 
From June to September, researchers studied pollinators and plants in three different areas: in full sun located near 
the panels, in fully shaded areas underneath the panels, and areas that are partially shaded depending on the time of 
day and position of the solar panels. Partially shaded areas were found to produce four percent more blooms on 
plants than fully sun or fully shaded areas, and the partially shaded areas harbored more blooms later in the season. 
All site types had substantial floral diversity and richness. Just three percent of pollinating insects were found to visit 
full sun and partially shaded areas, proving that the insects were not put off by the shade.
 
While the specific plant and pollinator insect types may vary in different climates, researchers concluded that in 
general the shading, whether full or partial, did not hinder pollinating insects from visiting or pollinating around solar 
installations.
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Pollinator-Friendly Solar Projects installed in Mass. Towns
Source: https://www.anthropocenemagazine.org/2021/05/solar-panel-shade-is-helping-pollinators/

Source: https://solarbuildermag.com/news/navisun-completes-two-solar-projects-using-new-pollinator-program-in-massachusetts/
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 Solar developer Navisun recently completed installation of two “pollinator- friendly” solar projects in Orange and 
Sheffield, Massachusetts. The installations are unique because they are among some of the first solar projects in the 
state to earn the new pollinator adder which is offered through the Solar Massachusetts Renewable Target (SMART) 
program, the state’s solar incentive program for customers of investor-owned utilities. 
 
In recent years, environmental stressors have contributed to declining bee populations, resulting in food insecurity 
uncertainties due to the number of plants and foods that require pollination to survive. To combat this issue, in 2020, 
the SMART program added a “pollinator adder,” which increases compensations of projects that meet certain 
requirements by ¼ cent per kilowatt-hour for the life of the project. To apply for the Mass SMART pollinator adder, 
companies must ensure that the solar installation sites are prepared and maintained to promote native meadow 
habitats around and under solar panels.
 
Navisun worked with ecologists to learn about and implement measures required in the pollinator adder such as 
refraining from using insecticides, planting native flowering herbs and shrubs, and including a small gap in the fence 
surrounding the solar projects to accommodate wildlife.
 
The two installations total 3.8 megawatts, which will generate enough solar energy to power nearly 600 homes 
annually. Navisun intends to apply the pollinating expertise they learned with the Orange and Sheffield projects to all 
of its future solar installations in the state.

A solar project of an Ipswich Electric Light 
Department customer.

A solar installation completed in the Holden 
Municipal Light Department territory.

The completed solar project of a customer of the 
Ipswich Electric Light Department.


