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3G Cellular Phase Out May Impact SREC 1 and SREC 2 
Solar InstallationsThe Massachusetts Municipal Wholesale 

Electric Company (MMWEC) created the 
MMWEC Solar Aggregate in 2010 to enable 
Massachusetts municipal utilities and their 
customers to capture the benefits of the 
Commonwealth’s solar development 
incentive, which is based upon the 
production and sale of Solar Renewable 
Energy Certificates, or SRECs.

One SREC is created each time a solar 
project, or an aggregation of solar 
projects, generates 1,000 kilowatt hours of 
electricity (factors may be applied to SREC 
II). SRECs produced by projects in the 
MMWEC Solar Aggregate are sold to 
entities, typically investor-owned utilities, 
that have a Renewable Portfolio Standard 
requirement to either, 1) generate or 
purchase a specific amount of solar 
energy, 2) purchase an equivalent amount 
of SRECs, or 3) make an alternative 
compliance payment to the 
Commonwealth.

Revenue generated by the sale of MMWEC 
Solar Aggregate SRECs I and II is shared 
with the owners or sponsors of projects in 
the Aggregate to help offset the costs of 
project development. MMWEC is able to 
register any new renewable projects. 
However, customers who are receiving the 
MLP Solar Rebate Incentive are not 
eligible for renewable energy certificates 
or SRECs.

Massachusetts Municipal Wholesale Electric Company

Update: Q3 2021 MMWEC Solar Aggregate 
Production -3,056  SRECs
SREC I:  570
SREC II: 2,486

Projects - 163
SREC I: 80
SREC II: 85
Non-Residential: 29

Trading Values 2021
SREC I: Mid $300s 
SREC II: Upper $200s
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An Ipswich Electric Light Department territory solar 
installation.

In 2022, the 3G cellular wireless networks will be phased out to free up infrastructure to support new 
services, including 5G, and the phase out does not just impact cell phones. The Massachusetts 
Department of Energy Resources (DOER) recently announced the phase out will potentially impact 
the production reporting of certain SREC 1 and SREC 2 solar installations.

Some SREC 1 and SREC solar installations have telemetering equipment to report the solar 
production to a data acquisition system, which may be affected by the 3G network phase out. The 

Source: DOER newsletter, https://www.fcc.gov/consumers/guides/plan-ahead-phase-out-3g-cellular-networks-and-service. 

3G
phase out primarily impacts the production meter’s ability to report generation; the ability to record and store 
production data are likely unaffected. The 3G phase out will not affect any solar installation smaller than 10 
kilowatts that manually reports production to the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center’s (MassCEC’s) Production 
Tracking System.

Homeowners who currently use telemetering equipment to report solar production to a data acquisition system 
should consider alternative reporting options to minimize disruption to the market and allow homeowners to 
continue generating from their solar installations. 

The first option the DOER recommends is hardwiring the metering system to the internet so it reports via the 
internet instead of using cellular service. This would also prevent reporting issues during future wireless 
network phase outs.

The modem in the metering system can also be replaced with one that has a long term evolution (LTE) system. 
LTE systems run on the 4G network, meaning that they will still function after the 3G network phase out. 
Alternatively, the meter itself could be replaced with an LTE capable meter. 

Homeowners can also switch to manual reporting.  Prior to 2022, MassCEC limited manual reporting to its 
Production Tracking System to solar projects that were 10 kilowatts or smaller. Effective January 2022, that 
limit has been increased to allow SREC 1 and SREC 2 solar installations of up to 25 kilowatts DC or smaller to 
manually report.

The DOER recommends any homeowner that is planning to upgrade or change their metering equipment to use 
professionals to install the new equipment and ensure the new equipment meets all of the MassCEC Production 
Tracking System reporting requirements.

Dates for the 3G network phase out vary by cellular provider. AT&T began its 3G phase out in February 2022. T-
Mobile plans to finish shutting down Sprint’s 3G CDMA network by March 31, 2022 and T-Mobile’s 3G UMTS 
network by July 1, 2022. Verizon will finish shutting down its 3G network by December 31, 2022.
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Mass. Advances Solar Projects After Climate Complaints
The Massachusetts Solar Renewable Target (SMART) Program solar incentives are advancing nearly two years 
after the expansion was announced.

In July 2020, the Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities (DPU) announced that the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts would double the size of the SMART Program solar incentive to allow up to 3,200 megawatts of 
capacity. The program expansion made very few advancements for 18 months after it was announced. The delay 
was in part due to the Solar Energy Industries Association request to adjust program regulations and other details 
needing to be finalized for the program to move forward.

In January 2022, the DPU order in Massachusetts gave the last official sign off for the SMART Program’s 
expansion, which included new definitions for environmental justice communities that were contained in the 
state’s climate law, giving special weight to factors such as median household income, race, and English-language 
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Ponds, Reservoirs Could Host Floating Solar in Massachusetts

Source:https://www.eenews.net/articles/mass-advances-solar-projects-after-climate-complaints, Photo: Venngage
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Connecticut solar developer Greenskies Clean Focus will implement agrivoltaics to two of its solar projects. 
Agrivoltaics (also known as agrisolar) is the co-location of solar panels and agriculture in the same area. 

One project, a 2.9 megawatt solar installation in Orange, Conn. will be built on six acres of farmland which is 
ideal for growing vegetables. There will be 34 rows of 14 foot wide aisles of vegetable crops growing between 
the rows of solar panels. This project is still in production, with the solar installation expected to be completed 
by fall 2022, and the first growing season in spring 2023. Solar panels can provide environmental benefits for 
crops, including increased water efficiency and protection from heat stress.

The Orange project will provide solar power for the Connecticut State Colleges and Universities (CSCU) via a 
virtual net metering agreement.

Livestock at an agrisolar site.

Two professionals installing a solar panel.

Source: https://www.solarpowerworldonline.com/2022/02/2-connecticut-solar-farms-will-also-grow-crops. Photo: Enel Green Power

proficiency. These new regulations make the incentive more accessible for solar projects in underserved communities.

The last step is for Massachusetts regulators to smooth out final program details, including net metering and billing, before the SMART Program expansion is 
finalized. 

The East Windsor solar installation will be a five megawatt project installed around 20 acres of farmland. The panels will be arranged in rows separated by 16.5 
foot wide aisles with a ground clearance of three feet. Greenskies plans to use sheep to graze the grass around the solar project, which can replace mowing and 
therefore reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

Starting in spring 2024, sheep will graze throughout the fenced solar installation from spring to fall each year. They will graze on a pollinator-friendly mix of 
wildflower and grasses that grow in between and around the solar panels. The East Windsor installation is part of the Connecticut Shared Clean Energy Facility 
Program for shared solar, which increases solar energy access for people unable to build their own installations.  


