
Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker recently signed the 2022 Massachusetts
Climate Bill into law. The bill, signed on August 11, calls for various decarbonization
efforts including investment in offshore wind, increased electric vehicle rebates, and
allows a limited number of cities and news to ban fossil fuels in new construction.
The bill also outlines several advancements in solar energy.

Expanding Solar Access in Farmland
The law aims to increase solar access for agrivoltaic projects. It outlines that land in
the Commonwealth that is currently being used solely for agricultural or horticultural
purposes can also be used for renewable energy reasons, such as installing a solar
project, assuming the renewable energy project does not interfere with the
continued agricultural or horticultural use of the land.

Commission Established
In order to ensure all future agrivoltaic projects are protected, a commission will be
formed to investigate and make recommendations to remove any barriers to the
further development of agrivoltaic projects. The commission will include elected
officials such as the secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs (or a designee)
as well as representatives from the Cranberry Growers Association, and several
other representatives from land conservation nonprofits, the solar industry, and
clean energy member organizations. The committee will be responsible for
reviewing research and data of the dual operation of solar installations and
agriculture/horticulture, developing appropriate regulations, and making
recommendations on best practices.

Pollinator Incentives
The Massachusetts climate law also pledges to add additional incentives for
pollinator-friendly solar installations. Pollinator-friendly solar installations include
shrubs, grasses, flowers, and other vegetation that are planted around solar panels
to encourage pollination. This incentive is designed to help the declining bee
population and encourage pollination, a process that is pivotal for many plants and
foods to survive. A recent study by Scientific Reports found that shade created from
solar panels can be beneficial to pollinator plants, which produced four percent
more blooms in partially shaded areas than full sun or fully shaded areas.

Net Metering
Prior to the climate bill being passed, only one solar installation per property could
qualify for net metering. The new law removes that restriction and now allows
property owners to be paid for up to 25 kilowatts of solar, up from the previous 10-
kilowatt limit.
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Update: Q1 2022 MMWEC Solar
Aggregate 

Production - 1,583 SRECs

Projects - 113

Trading Values 2022

SREC I: 353
SREC II: 1,229

SREC I: 71
SREC II: 42
Non-Residential: 24

SREC I: Low $300s 
SREC II: Mid $200s

The Massachusetts Municipal
Wholesale Electric Company
(MMWEC) created the MMWEC
Solar Aggregate in 2010 to
enable Massachusetts municipal
utilities and their customers to
capture the benefits of the
Commonwealth’s solar
development incentive, which is
based upon the production and
sale of Solar Renewable Energy
Certificates, or SRECs.

One SREC is created each time a
solar project, or an aggregation
of solar projects, generates 1,000
kilowatt hours of electricity
(factors may be applied to SREC
II). SRECs produced by projects
in the MMWEC Solar Aggregate
are sold to entities, typically
investor-owned utilities, that
have a Renewable Portfolio
Standard requirement to either,
1) generate or purchase a
specific amount of solar energy,
2) purchase an equivalent amount
of SRECs, or 3) make an
alternative compliance payment
to the Commonwealth.

Revenue generated by the sale of
MMWEC Solar Aggregate SRECs I
and II is shared with the owners
or sponsors of projects in the
Aggregate to help offset the
costs of project development.
MMWEC is able to register any
new renewable projects.
However, customers who are
receiving the MLP Solar Rebate
Incentive are not eligible for
renewable energy certificates or
SRECs.
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In an effort to increase U.S. solar panel production, the Biden-Harris administration recently announced, through
the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), that $56 million will be used towards advancing U.S. solar production 
and lowering energy costs.

The goal of the funding is to increase domestic production of solar panels and reduce the country’s 
dependence on outsourcing materials from other countries. The DOE’s Solar Supply Chain Review Report 
reveals that this increase can lead to climate and environmental benefits and lead to lower energy bills.

The money allotted will be used towards new programs that will advance solar technology and manufacturing,
such as studying perovskite solar cells, which are extremely thin solar cells that have the potential to be
produced at a low cost while remaining highly efficient. On the manufacturing side, the funding is expected to
create more solar jobs and enhance the U.S.’s competitiveness in the solar industry as well as increase the reuse
and recycling of solar technologies.
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Beverly, MA to Install Solar Panels at Six Municipal Sites
The City of Beverly will be installing solar projects at six municipal sites, totaling 4.3 megawatts 
in generation.

The new solar panels will be installed at Beverly High School, Beverly Middle School, the 10 and 
11 Pond Street parking lots, the rooftops of City Hall, the Beverly Council on Aging, and the 
Beverly Police Station.

The city of Beverly is a pioneer for solar energy dating back to 1981, when Beverly High School was one of eight sites
selected by former President Carter for an experimental solar panel installation program. One row of the panels from
that historic program will be kept as an homage to the advancement of solar technology. 

The solar installations will be owned and operated by Kearsage Energy. Solar panel installation in the Pond Street lots
as well as the high school and middle school began in June, and the projects at the remaining sites will start
construction later this year. The output of the projects will offset nearly all municipal energy consumption and will
reduce carbon dioxide emissions equivalent to more than 309,000 gallons of gas each year.

In addition to the planned solar projects at the municipal sites, Beverly has a 4.9-megawatt solar project at a capped
landfill and a 2.6-megawatt project at the Beverly Regional Airport.
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