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MLP Solar Rebate Program Receives Additional Funding
The Massachusetts Municipal 
Wholesale Electric Company (MMWEC) 
created the MMWEC Solar Aggregate in 
2010 to enable Massachusetts 
municipal utilities and their customers 
to capture the benefits of the 
Commonwealth’s solar development 
incentive, which is based upon the 
production and sale of Solar Renewable 
Energy Certificates, or SRECs.

One SREC is created each time a solar 
project, or an aggregation of solar 
projects, generates 1,000 kilowatt 
hours of electricity (factors may be 
applied to SREC II). SRECs produced by 
projects in the MMWEC Solar 
Aggregate are sold to entities, typically 
investor-owned utilities, that have a 
Renewable Portfolio Standard 
requirement to either, 1) generate or 
purchase a specific amount of solar 
energy, 2) purchase an equivalent 
amount of SRECs, or 3) make an 
alternative compliance payment to the 
Commonwealth.

Revenue generated by the sale of 
MMWEC Solar Aggregate SRECs I and II 
is shared with the owners or sponsors 
of projects in the Aggregate to help 
offset the costs of project 
development. MMWEC is able to 
register any new renewable projects. 
However, customers who are receiving 
the MLP Solar Rebate Incentive are not 
eligible for renewable energy 
certificates or SRECs.

One year after the MLP Solar Rebate Program launched in 
May 2019, the DOER has announced a second round of 
funding. MMWEC has been awarded an additional 
$372,200 to allocate to its participating MLPs to fund the 
rebate program.

The program is a partnership between the Municipal 
Electric Association of Massachusetts (MEAM) and the 
Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources (DOER). 
It allows customers of participating municipal light plants 
(MLPs) an incentive off the cost of solar installations. The 
state offers a rebate of up to $1.20 per watt capped at 
50% of the total project costs for projects that are 25 
kilowatts or less. Additional restrictions may apply, 
depending on the MLP. MMWEC was awarded $772,200 
during the first round of funding for the program, bringing 
the total DOER grant award to $1,144,400. MLPs match 
these funds dollar for dollar, increasing the available 
money for solar grants to $2,288,800.

MMWEC has 17 MLPs participating in the program. They 
are located in: Ashburnham, Boylston, Chicopee, Groton, 
Holden, Ipswich, Mansfield, Marblehead, Paxton, Peabody, 
Princeton, Shrewsbury, South Hadley, Sterling, 
Templeton, Wakefield, and West Boylston.

In total, 93 solar installation project applications have 
been approved for the incentive program. These projects 
will create more than 700 kilowatts of clean, renewable 
solar capacity for the state. Since the program's inception, 
more than $830,000 in rebates has been awarded to 
customers of participating MLPs.
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Update: Q4 2019 MMWEC Solar Aggregate 
Production - 3,632  SRECs
SREC I: 299
SREC II: 1,118

Projects - 162
SREC I: 80
SREC II: 85
Non-Residential: 28

Trading Values 2019
SREC I:  Upper $300s 
SREC II: Lower $300s
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A solar installation completed in the Marblehead 
Municipal Light Department territory.

The completed solar project of a customer of the 
Sterling Municipal Light Department.

A solar project of a Shrewsbury Electric & Cable 
Operations customer.

Customers of participating MLPs still have time to submit their solar projects for consideration. 
Applications will be continue to be accepted through December 30, 2020 or until funds are 
exhausted. Once approved, eligible projects must be completed in one calendar year. For more 
information or to apply, visit www.munihelps.org/mlpsolar.
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The Sun Will Shine More in Three Western Mass Communities
The towns of Blandford, Wendell, and Westhampton, Mass. may have more seamless access to solar energy projects thanks to a 
$113,000 federal grant issued by the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE).

The grant was issued as part of the DOE’s National Renewable Energy Laboratory Solar Energy Innovation Network in the “Solar in 
Rural Communities” category. The grant was awarded to the University of Massachusetts Amherst Clean Energy Extension, which 
will allocate the funding. It will be used to create solar siting and financing procedures for the three towns.
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The U.S. Department of the Interior and the Bureau of Land Management recently approved a proposal to 
build and operate the largest solar installation in the history of the U.S.

Solar Partners XI plans to construct a 690 megawatt (MW) photovoltaic solar project 30 miles outside of 
Las Vegas, Nevada. The project will consist of several parts including a 34.5 kilovolt overhead and 
underground collector lines, a two-acre operation and maintenance facility, three substations, access 
roads, and perimeter roads and fencing. It will also include a 380 MW solar-powered battery system 
capable of storing and deploying more than 1,400 megawatt hours (MWh) of solar energy. When finished, 
the project is expected to generate enough electricity to power 260,000 homes in the Las Vegas area.

Largest Solar Project in Country to be Built in Las Vegas

Source: https://www.masslive.com/news/2020/04/grant-will-bring-solar-planning-to-3-western-massachusetts-towns.html

Source: https://electricenergyonline.com/article/energy/category/Solar/142/833750/Interior-Approves-Plan-for-the-Largest-Solar-Project-in-U-S-History-.html
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The Clean Energy Extension plans to increase communication with residents in the rural towns alongside town officials while researching potential 
solar sites. By working together with several other organizations including planning commissions, solar developers, and credit unions, the Clean 
Energy Extension aims to identify preferred sites for solar installations within Blandford, Wendell, and Westhampton, and prepare local ownership and 
financing opportunities to best benefit the communities as a whole. One of the objectives of the initiative is to keep solar costs down by improved 
efficiencies through working together. 

The grant was one of just eight “Solar in Rural Communities” awards issued this year.

The renewable energy created by the installation is projected to offset the greenhouse emissions of 83,000 cars annually, which equates to roughly 
384,000 metric tons of carbon dioxide. The developer also implemented new maintenance methods to protect native vegetation and wildlife. The 
project is anticipated to create jobs for 500 to 700 construction workers and inject an estimated $712.5 million into the economy. 

The project is expected to be completed in two phases. Phase one could come online next year, and the second phase could be completed as early as 
2022.


