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MLP Solar Incentive Finishes 2nd Quarter Strong
The Massachusetts Municipal 
Wholesale Electric Company (MMWEC) 
created the MMWEC Solar Aggregate in 
2010 to enable Massachusetts 
municipal utilities and their customers 
to capture the benefits of the 
Commonwealth’s solar development 
incentive, which is based upon the 
production and sale of Solar Renewable 
Energy Certificates, or SRECs.
 
One SREC is created each time a solar 
project, or an aggregation of solar 
projects, generates 1,000 kilowatt 
hours of electricity. SRECs produced by 
projects in the MMWEC Solar 
Aggregate are sold to entities, typically 
investor-owned utilities, that have a 
Renewable Portfolio Standard 
requirement to either, 1) generate or 
purchase a specific amount of solar 
energy, 2) purchase an equivalent 
amount of SRECs, or 3) make an 
alternative compliance payment to the 
Commonwealth.
 
Revenue generated by the sale of 
MMWEC Solar Aggregate SRECs I and II 
is shared with the owners or sponsors 
of projects in the Aggregate to help 
offset the costs of project 
development. Any solar project located 
in a municipal utility community is 
eligible to join the MMWEC Solar 
Aggregate. MMWEC provides 
assistance in meeting the qualification 
and registration requirements for 
projects seeking to sell SRECs. Once a 
project is qualified and registered, it 
can join the Aggregate, which handles 
SREC transactions from start to payout 
for participants.

It’s been half a year since the Municipal Light 
Plant Solar Rebate Incentive launched this spring, 
but the program is continuing its momentum.
 
The program is a partnership between the 
Municipal Electric Association of Massachusetts 
(MEAM) and the Massachusetts Department of 
Energy Resources (DOER). It allows customers of 
participating municipal light plants (MLPs) an 
incentive off the cost of solar installations. The 
state offers a savings of up to $1.20 per watt 
capped at 50% of the total project costs for 
projects that are 25 kilowatts or less. Individual 
MLPs are also able to set their own qualifications 
so additional restrictions may apply.
 
MMWEC has 17 members participating in the 
municipal solar program: Ashburnham, Boylston, 
Chicopee, Groton, Holden, Ipswich, Mansfield, 
Marblehead, Paxton, Peabody, Princeton, 
Shrewsbury, South Hadley, Sterling, Templeton, 
Wakefield, and West Boylston.
 
In its second quarter, applications have risen 
nearly 30 percent. In total, 47 solar installation 
project applications have been approved for the 
incentive program. These projects will create 
more than 370 kilowatts of clean, renewable solar 
capacity for the state. In six months, more than 
$450,000 in rebates has been awarded to 
customers of participating MLPs.
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Update: Q2 2019 MMWEC Solar Aggregate 
Production - 3,153  SRECs
SREC I:: 697+ 
SREC II: 2,456+  

Projects - 162
SREC I: 80
SREC II: 84
Non-Residential: 28
Community: 2  

Trading Values 2019
SREC I:  Upper $300s 
SREC II: Near $300
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A solar installation completed in the Boylston Municipal Light 
Department territory.

The completed solar project of a customer of Shrewsbury 
Electric and Cable Operations.

Customers in participating member towns may still have time to submit their solar projects for 
consideration. Applications will be accepted through March 30, 2020 or until funds are exhausted. 
For more information or to apply, visit www.munihelps.org/mlpsolar.
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Solar Energy Drives Down Peak Demand in New England
Solar energy is changing the power market in unexpected ways. In areas with high numbers of 
behind-the-meter solar installations, peak summer demand on the bulk power system is declining. 
 
ISO New England (ISO-NE), manager of the bulk power grid,  issued a 10-year forecast that 
indicates that gross demand is rising, but solar and energy efficiency are driving those peaks down. 
ISO-NE predicts that in the next decade, the amount of installed solar capacity in New England will 
more than double, but the summer peak will be driven down by at least 600 megawatts. This means 
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Solar power could help Massachusetts cranberry farmers stay afloat as demand for their crops continues to 
decrease.
 
In the last 10 years, the price of cranberries has dropped 57 %. To make up some of the revenue, farmers are 
partnering with solar developers by offering long-term leases of their farmland called a dual use solar and 
agriculture project. The solar installations need to be high enough off the ground and spaced out to create a 
healthy environment for the crops to grow and be harvested underneath. In Massachusetts, such projects have 
design regulations, such as height minimums, that must be met, and a report must be written annually that 
demonstrates the land underneath the arrays is still agriculturally productive.
 
 

 

Solar Power Could Shine a Light on Cranberry Farmers’ Crops
Source: https://pv-magazine-usa.com/2019/11/04/solar-and-efficiency-are-driving-down-peak-demand-in-new-england/ Image: Image: Les Vants Aerial Photos / Courtesy 
Beaumont Solar

Source:  https://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2019/1030/Squeezed-for-profits-cranberry-farmers-turn-to-solar-power
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that the region will require fewer conventional power plants to keep up with demand, despite existing units retiring.
 
Both behind-the-meter and large-scale solar installations result in a growing need for regulation, ramping, reserves, and voltage control which can be 
met by flexible resources, storage, and demand response. ISO-NE also noted in the forecast that to fully realize the benefits of smart grid technologies, 
they need to be able to observe and control variable and distributed resources, such as rooftop and other forms of behind-the-meter solar, which they 
currently have only limited knowledge of.
 
 

Dual use projects have had success in the U.S., Europe, and Asia. A study done by researchers at the University of Arizona found that cherry tomatoes 
grown under solar panels produced higher yields while utilizing less water. 
 
Scientists at the University of Massachusetts have begun researching the impact this could have on cranberries by building large wooden structures to 
mimic the shadow of solar panels. While the berries appear to be growing well, more research needs to be done to assess the fruit’s quality and yield 
once it is harvested.
 


