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Pairing Energy Storage with Solar
As the Commonwealth pledges to reach net zero emissions by 2050, homeowners may wonder what steps they can take to
decarbonize their homes and improve energy efficiency. For homeowners who have solar panels, adding a residential battery/energy
storage system can help them optimize the solar power generated.
In homes with solar panels, residential batteries are charged with the solar power generated from the panels-a renewable energy
source. Pairing the two systems together allows homeowners to collect and store most or all of the solar power generated from the
panels. Homeowners can use this power in the event of an outage to power critical loads instead of using an oil or gas generator.
Homeowners can also power their homes via the power stored in batteries independent from the power grid, which is particularly
helpful during peak demand hours when electricity from the power grid is the most expensive. Once the stored energy is depleted,
the battery can be recharged via the solar panels.
Municipal light department customers may be eligible for monthly incentives for residential batteries through the NextZero
Connected Homes Program. The NextZero Connected Homes demand response program offers customers of participating light
departments a $15 monthly incentive for enrolling their Generac or Sonnen residential batteries into the program. Connected Homes
makes brief, limited adjustments to enrolled devices during times of peak electric demand. Customers are informed of possible
adjustments in advance via email and will be given the choice to opt out. Customers who decide to participate in adjustments will be
rewarded via a quarterly incentive check or bill credit.
Sources: Energy.gov, Sunnova, ESFI

Efficiency Spotlight:
Mini Split Controllers
As homeowners are encouraged to transition their heating
and cooling systems to efficient heat pump systems, it is
important to learn about a tool than can help optimize
comfort and efficiency- mini-split controllers.
Mini-split controllers are devices that allow homeowners
and renters to communicate with their heat pump
systems. They work similarly to TV remotes, allowing
homeowners to make adjustments to their mini-split
systems via a handheld remote or app. Mini-split
controllers can:
1

Adjust Remotely
Did you leave for vacation and forget to adjust your
mini-split accordingly? Most mini-split controllers
have apps that allow you to adjust your mini-split
system remotely.

2

Set Schedules
Are there certain days and times when no one will be
in the home? Use the scheduling feature to schedule
heating and cooling based around your household’s
needs to save energy. Homeowners with multi-zone
mini-splits can set different schedules for each zone.

3

Track Energy Use
Mini-split controllers often have energy tracking
which allows homeowners to learn about their energy
use including heating/cooling run time, temperature
history, and humidity. This allows homeowners to be
more mindful of their energy use and make
adjustments accordingly to save energy and cut
costs.
Sources: Sensibo, Flair, Townsend Total Energy

Inflation Reduction Act
Efficiency Credits
Last month, the U.S. Senate passed the
Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), which
provides a number of tax credits for
renewable energy resources. In addition
to the tax credits, the High-Efficiency
Electric Home Rebate Act provides
upfront discounts to low and moderate
income households for completing
electrification measures in their homes.
Battery Storage and Solar
Energy storage systems and rooftop solar systems are eligible for
a tax credit of 30 percent of installation costs. Solar tax credits are
available now and energy storage credits begin in 2023
.
Electric Vehicles
The IRA extended the federal tax credit for electric vehicles. Newly
purchased electric vehicles may be eligible for a credit of up to
$7,500. Purchases of qualified preowned electric vehicles may be
eligible for a tax credit of up to $4,000. There is also a $1,000
credit for the installation of electric vehicle chargers.
Heat Pumps and Heat Pump Water Heaters
Homeowners installing heat pump systems may be eligible for a
$2,000 tax credit and an $8,000 upfront discount. Homeowners
installing heat pump water heaters may be eligible for a $2,000 tax
credit and a $1,750 upfront discount.
Weatherization
Homeowners who install weatherization measures may be eligible
for a $1,600 upfront discount and a $1,200 tax credit.
Whole Home Savings
Homeowners who are completing whole-home energy reduction
measures may be eligible for a $8,000 upfront discount.
Homeowners installing electric panels may be eligible for a $600
tax credit and a $4,000 upfront discount.
Visit https://www.rewiringamerica.org/app/ira-calculator to learn
more.
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MMWEC to hold NextZero
Commercial Contractor Training
NextZero, in collaboration with its
commercial program consultants GDS
Associates and DNV, will hold a
commercial contractor training on
Thursday, October 13 from 3 to 5 p.m. The
training will be conducted virtually via
Microsoft Teams.

NextZero Commercial Programs
Commercial and industrial (C&I) customers are eligible for
rebates on energy efficiency and electrification projects from
installing efficient lighting to upgrading an HVAC system. The
NextZero team will work with customers in every capacity
whether they have a specific project in mind or are just
interested in cost savings. NextZero offers four commercial
rebate programs:
Prescriptive Lighting Program: a fast track process for
reviewing and implementing lighting projects where lighting
fixtures have been identified by licensed electricians with cost
quotations.
Prescriptive HVAC: a streamlined process for reviewing and
implementing HVAC projects for customers who have procured
cost quotations from licensed installers.
Custom Retrofit: an ideal fit for C&I customers who are
interested in general energy efficiency upgrades, but do not
have a specific project in mind.
New Construction and Major Renovations: C&I customers may
qualify for co-funding of technical services, custom incentives,
or prescriptive rebates to help maximize the efficiency of their
construction or renovation project.

The training is geared toward businesses that are
interested in working on commercial and industrial (C&I) energy
efficiency projects for MMWEC Members who participate in the
NextZero Commercial Rebate Program, including the municipal
light departments located in Ashburnham, Chicopee, Holden,
Ipswich, Peabody, Princeton, Shrewsbury, South Hadley,
Sterling, and Wakefield. NextZero currently offers the
Prescriptive Lighting and HVAC programs for lighting and
HVAC projects, the Custom Retrofit Program for general
efficiency projects, and the new Construction and Major
Renovations program for efficiency measures in new
construction or buildings undergoing renovations.
The NextZero training will cover the different program offerings
and which technologies and energy efficiency measures qualify
for the various rebate programs. Contractors will be instructed
on the application process step-by-step to ensure that projects
are completed correctly, in a timely manner, and are eligible for
NextZero rebates. Experts will be available to answer questions.
The training is geared at installers and participants may include
electricians and lighting companies, HVAC technicians a
znd firms, and energy efficiency firms.
After the training is completed, a list of participating contractors
will be added to the NextZero commercial and industrial
website as a resource for customers of participating municipal
light departments seeking to complete energy efficiency
projects.
To RSVP for the training, email energysavings@mmwec.org.

Efficient Lighting at an Industrial Pallet Supply Store
An industrial pallet supply company in Chicopee, MA recently completed efficient lighting
upgrades at its facility through the NextZero Prescriptive Lighting Program.
The project included the replacement of 402 fluorescent tube lamps with LED tube lamps
installed in 182 separate light fixtures. The LED light bulbs were retrofitted in existing fixtures
located throughout the facility’s offices, warehouse spaces, processing rooms, and storage
areas.
Due to the large amount of inefficient bulbs replaced, this project resulted in significant
annual electric savings.
Project benefits:
11.06 kW demand reduction
$4,024 annual cost savings
28,743 kWh annual electric savings
Chicopee Electric Light was able to issue the project a $5,260 rebate. The project was
completed in February 2022 and is estimated to provide a 3.48 year simple payback.

LED light installed in the
company's warehouse.

