
Sustainability Spotlight: Electric Yard
Equipment

No Fuel Costs

As the hotter weather arrives, many homeowners will be
taking care of their yards. While gas-powered yard
equipment has been the norm, there are now electric
versions available for most yard equipment, offering
homeowners a greener option. If your yard equipment
needs replacing, here are five reasons to transition to
electric yard equipment.

Rechargeable yard equipment is powered by
electricity, eliminating the need to purchase
gasoline. Often municipal light plants (MLPs) offer
very competitive electric rates, so charging the
equipment won’t break the bank.

Less Air Pollution
Gas-powered tools produce emissions. Battery-
operated ones do not, making them a cleaner,
greener choice.

Less Noise
Battery-operated yard equipment produces less
noise than their gas-powered counterparts.

Earn a Rebate
Participating MMWEC Member MLPs offer
$25-$100 rebates on electric yard equipment. Visit
NextZero.org to see if your MLP qualifies.
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Connected Homes Program Growing Steadily 

NextZero Rebates up in 2021

Ease of Use
Rechargeable yard equipment is more lightweight
and easier to handle than gas-powered tools.
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The NextZero Connected Homes Program has reached an enrollment milestone. In May, the program saw 600 enrolled devices. 

In 2019, MMWEC was awarded a grant through the Massachusetts Innovate Energy Efficiency Grant Program (InnovatEE) to create a
pilot energy efficiency program, which developed into Connected Homes. Connected Homes is a demand response program that
rewards customers of participating municipal light plants (MLPs) who enroll smart devices. Customers agree to allow Connected
Homes to make brief adjustments to their devices during peak demand to help the MLPs better manage electric load.

Connected Homes officially launched in April 2020 with 11 participating MLPs and four device offerings: home batteries, electric
vehicle (EV) chargers, mini-split controllers, and electric hot water heaters. The program expanded in December 2020 to include WiFi-
thermostats, and in January 2022, a new brand of mini-split controllers was added to the program.

The terms of the InnovatEE grant outlined that Connected Homes must enroll 600 devices to be eligible for the full grant funding. The
program has been growing steadily since its launch and now includes 14 participating MLPs with more than 640 devices. The most
popular devices, thermostats and EV chargers, save MLPs $150 and $300 per year per each respective device.

MMWEC Sustainable Energy Policy & Program Senior Manager Bill Bullock said he hopes the program continues to evolve to include
more MLPs and devices. 

“Connected Homes is an important tool in helping MLPs adapt to decarbonization and the increasing electric demand that
accompanies electrification,” Bullock said. “We expect the program to continue to grow and expand.”

The NextZero program experienced a
record year for energy efficiency rebates 
in 2021, with increases in every major
rebate category.

In 2021, NextZero changed the criteria for
appliances eligible for rebates from the
“ENERGY STAR Most Efficient”
designation to “ENERGY STAR certified.” 
This change made appliance rebates more accessible to
customers of more moderate income levels, resulting in a 49
percent increase in rebates in 2021 compared to 2020.

Cool Homes rebates, which include central AC and heat pump
rebates, increased by 44 percent from 2020 to 2021, and home
efficiency rebates were up 19 percent. Through the NextZero
Scheduled Charging Program, MMWEC distributed nearly 200
percent more free and discounted chargers in 2021 than the
previous year. Audits, which were offered virtually during the
pandemic, increased by eight percent in 2021.

MMWEC offered a pilot rebate program for electric yard equipment
in 2021 for Shrewsbury Electric and Cable Operations (SELCO)
customers. Electric yard equipment was eligible for rebates
ranging from $25 through $100. The pilot program was a success,
resulting in 175 rebates. Due to the success of the program,
MMWEC decided to open up the rebate category for all Members
in 2022 and seven Members now participate.

In addition to expanding the electric yard equipment rebate,
MMWEC added rebates for induction cooktops and ground source
heat pumps in 2022. As the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
moves closer to its net-zero carbon emissions goals, MMWEC will
continue to support the state in its electrification efforts by
continuing to evolve its rebate and energy efficiency programs.

http://www.nextzero.org/


CEL Partners with Food Bank 
of Western Mass 
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NextZero Commercial Programs 

Customer Case Study: Refrigeration Upgrades at a Liquor Store

Commercial and industrial (C&I) customers are eligible for
rebates on energy efficiency and electrification projects from
installing efficient lighting to upgrading an HVAC system. The
NextZero team will work with customers in every capacity
whether they have a specific project in mind or are just
interested in cost savings. NextZero offers four commercial
rebate programs:

Prescriptive Lighting Program: a fast track process for
reviewing and implementing lighting projects where lighting
fixtures have been identified by licensed electricians with cost
quotations. 

Prescriptive HVAC: a streamlined process for reviewing and
implementing HVAC projects for customers who have procured
cost quotations from licensed installers.

Custom Retrofit: an ideal fit for C&I customers who are
interested in general energy efficiency upgrades, but do not
have a specific project in mind.

New Construction and Major Renovations: C&I customers may
qualify for co-funding of technical services, custom incentives,
or prescriptive rebates to help maximize the efficiency of their
construction or renovation project. 

MMWEC’s NextZero decarbonization and
electrification program and Chicopee 
Electric Light (CEL) are working with the
Food Bank of Western Massachusetts to 
implement energy efficiency measures in
the organization’s new distribution center. 
The organization celebrated the partnership 
with a groundbreaking ceremony held in June.

The Food Bank decided to build its distribution center in
Chicopee after having to turn away more than one million
pounds of food donations over the past three and a half years
due to the lack of storage space. At 63,000 square feet, the new
distribution center will be more than double the size of its
current 30,000-square-foot facility. 

After purchasing the land for the new headquarters, the Food
Bank and its contractors reached out to CEL to learn of any
rebate or energy efficiency opportunities. Through the NextZero
New Construction and Major Renovations program, CEL
General Manager Jim Lisowski issued a $50,000 rebate check
to the Food Bank at the groundbreaking ceremony to use
towards the energy efficiency and decarbonization measures in
the new building. 

The distribution center will have several high efficiency variable
refrigerant flow units and ductless mini-split heat pumps,
allowing more control over heating and cooling. Eight energy
recovery ventilators will be installed to precondition the outside
air. Insulated wall panels that exceed building code
requirements will be installed in the office, warehouse, and
refrigerated spaces to decrease heating loss, and efficient
interior and exterior LED lighting will be installed.

The efficiency measures are expected to save the Food Bank
nearly 160,000 kilowatt-hours per year, resulting in an estimated
annual saving of approximately $25,000. Construction is
expected to be completed next spring.

2.29 kW demand reduction
$4,093 annual cost savings
26,982 kWh annual electric savings

A 3,500-square-foot liquor store in South Hadley recently completed refrigeration upgrades. 

Refrigeration controls were installed on three walk-in coolers and three novelty coolers to
reduce energy consumption in the store. 

The walk-in cooler controls will cycle evaporator fans based on temperature set points and
reduce run hours for the door heaters. New high efficiency evaporator fan motors were
installed and cooler shutoffs will cycle the novelty coolers off during unoccupied hours.

Project benefits:

South Hadley Electric Light Department was able to issue the project a $3,777 rebate. 
The project was completed in May 2022 and has a 2.3 year simple payback.

A control unit for the walk-in 
cooler refrigeration system.


