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MLP Solar Rebate Program Extends Application Deadline
The Massachusetts Municipal 
Wholesale Electric Company (MMWEC) 
created the MMWEC Solar Aggregate in 
2010 to enable Massachusetts 
municipal utilities and their customers 
to capture the benefits of the 
Commonwealth’s solar development 
incentive, which is based upon the 
production and sale of Solar Renewable 
Energy Certificates, or SRECs.

One SREC is created each time a solar 
project, or an aggregation of solar 
projects, generates 1,000 kilowatt 
hours of electricity (factors may be 
applied to SREC II). SRECs produced by 
projects in the MMWEC Solar 
Aggregate are sold to entities, typically 
investor-owned utilities, that have a 
Renewable Portfolio Standard 
requirement to either, 1) generate or 
purchase a specific amount of solar 
energy, 2) purchase an equivalent 
amount of SRECs, or 3) make an 
alternative compliance payment to the 
Commonwealth.

Revenue generated by the sale of 
MMWEC Solar Aggregate SRECs I and II 
is shared with the owners or sponsors 
of projects in the Aggregate to help 
offset the costs of project 
development. MMWEC is able to 
register any new renewable projects. 
However, customers who are receiving 
the MLP Solar Rebate Incentive are not 
eligible for renewable energy 
certificates or SRECs.

The Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources 
(DOER) has extended the application deadline for the 
Massachusetts MLP Solar Rebate Program. 
Massachusetts residents now have until June 30, 2021 to 
submit solar installation applications.

MMWEC assisted the Municipal Electric Association of 
Massachusetts (MEAM) and the DOER in creating the MLP 
Solar Rebate Program. It allows customers of 
participating municipal light plants (MLPs) an incentive 
off the cost of solar installations. The state offers a 
rebate of up to $1.20 per watt capped at 50% of the total 
project costs for projects that are 25 kilowatts or less. 
Additional restrictions may apply, depending on the MLP. 

MMWEC has 16 MLPs participating in the program. They 
are located in: Ashburnham, Boylston, Chicopee, Groton, 
Holden, Ipswich, Mansfield, Marblehead, Paxton, 
Princeton, Shrewsbury, South Hadley, Sterling, 
Templeton, Wakefield, and West Boylston.

In total, 158 solar installation project applications have 
been received or approved for the incentive program. 
These projects will create more than 1,221 kilowatts of 
clean, renewable solar capacity for the state. Since the 
program's inception, more than $917,000 in rebates has 
been earmarked or awarded to customers of participating 
MLPs.

Applications will be continue to be accepted through June 
31, 2021 or until funds are exhausted. Once approved, 
eligible projects must be completed in one calendar year. 
For more information or to apply, visit 
www.munihelps.org/mlpsolar.
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Update: Q2 2020 MMWEC Solar Aggregate 
Production - 3,426  SRECs
SREC I: 714
SREC II: 2,712

Projects - 162
SREC I: 80
SREC II: 85
Non-Residential: 28

Trading Values 2020
SREC I:  Mid $300s 
SREC II: Upper $200s

MMWEC Solar Aggregate

A solar installation completed in the Marblehead 
Municipal Light Department territory.

The completed solar project of a customer of the 
Mansfield Municipal Electric Department.

A solar project of an Ipswich Electric Light 
Department customer.
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Town of Agawam to Collect $75,000 Annually From Solar Array in Town
The Town of Agawam will receive upwards of $75,000 annually in personal property taxes from the owners of a large solar array in town. 

The Agawam City Council approved a payment in lieu of taxes (PILOT) plan for a five megawatt solar array. The solar installation is located on 
privately owned farmland, but the payments will be made by Engie North America, the solar developer that will own and operate facility. The 20-year 
agreement states that the developer will pay $75,000 in the first year of operation and pay an additional two percent each year after. The 20-year 
fixed rate annual payment schedule eliminates the need for the town to hire an external consultant to conduct annual appraisals on the installation, 
saving the Town of Agawam both time and resources.  

The panels included in the solar array will measure roughly six feet tall and be surrounded by chain-link fences covering about 22 acres of a 50 acre 
property. The project has been designed to have no visual impact on neighboring properties, and the panels will be installed more than 1,000 feet 
back from the road.

In addition to the $75,000 annual PILOT, the developers will also pay real estate taxes and utility rates typical of any other business in town. The 
project, which has been planned since 2017, has been approved by the state and reviewed by the local planning board and Conservation 
Commission. The installation is expected to begin operations this fall.
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MIT researchers are working on improving a solar-powered system that can extract drinkable water from air using heat from the sun.

Earlier versions of the device harnessed a temperature difference to allow an absorbent material to draw in moisture from the air at night and 
release it the next day. As the material is heated by sunlight, the difference in temperature between the heated top of the device and shaded bottom 
makes the water release out of the absorbent material and condense on a collection plate.

The original device was comprised of specialized materials that are costly and not easily accessible, and the system’s water output was not 
sufficient enough for a successful system. MIT researchers added a second stage of desorption and condensation, which significantly increased 
the device’s water output. The new design utilizes a readily available absorbent material and is overall a more practical size.

The improved device produces double the water output as the original system. While similar devices have been designed to extract water from air 
via fog and dew harvesting, those require between 50-100 percent humidity to produce water output. The MIT system can work at humidity levels 
as low as 20 percent with no other energy input required other than sunlight or another type of low-grade heat.

MIT’s design currently produces about .8 liters of water per square meter per day, but scientists are working on adjusting the design and its 
materials to increase that rate.

Solar-Powered System Pulls Safe Drinking Water From Dry Air

Source: https://www.masslive.com/news/2020/09/agawam-solar-array-will-pay-75k-per-year.html

Source: https://news.mit.edu/2020/solar-extracts-drinkable-water-1014
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